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It was Beard’s wife, Nejma—who hails from
Nairobi—who selected the piece being con-
tributed to the auction, which features model
Magritte Ramme lying nude on the floor of
London’s Natural History Museum berween
world-record-size elephant tusks.

“The guard walked away, Magritte ripped
off her clothes, and PB took the picture,”
Nejma expl:u'ns; calling her husband by his
nickname. The work, a gelatin print incorpo-
rating watercolor and tempera paint, “also has
the Kenyan flag painted on it,” Nejma adds,
“which is why I initially thought of it.”

Nejma agreed to the foundation’s donation
request in part because the group, started as a
direct response to the needs of African rural
communities, is managed in partnership with
the inhabitants of those communities. “That
gives it authenticity,” she says. “Also, it allows
the donors a say in where the money goes.
It’s a small, effective organization, not some

gigantic machine that eats half the money
instead of getting it to the people it’s meant
to benefir.”

Note: The donated work will be in good com-
pany at the auction, as works by Alex Katz, Donald
Baechler, Alexander Calder, Caio Fonseca, Gary
Komarin, Nabil Nahas, Hunt Slonem, and Andy
Warhol will also be up for bidding. Contact Krista
Krieger, 017-929-7400 or krista@africafoundation.org
—Frances Schultz



